
My Dear Brothers and Sisters,
As we read about the power of our Lord Jesus – power to make the deaf

hear and the mute speak – it is a call and reminder to us that He has power
over our every ailment and problem. However, He will not take authority over
our free will. Jesus, as God, can do anything, but the one thing He refuses to
do is to enter into relationship with us without our consent.

It puts me in awe of how vulnerable God makes Himself. I think about
how, when I was in high school, I was so incredibly nervous when asking a
girl out on a date – my hands were trembling, my knees knocking, and there
was sweat pouring out of me! Putting myself out there was an invitation to
relationship – or to rejection. And no one likes rejection (by the way, she said
“yes” to the date).

God makes Himself even more vulnerable to us – to you and to me. He is
constantly calling out to us, telling us of His love, opening His Heart to us…
even giving us His very flesh and blood to eat and drink. As I’ve said before,

the summary of the Bible is “God wants to marry us.” Yet, He will not force us. When we reject
Him, when we choose other things than to love Him first, His Heart is broken. We pierce His Heart,
as it were, with a lance. This is part of the devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus – that we console
the Heart which loves so much but is so little loved, the Heart broken by the offenses of the world,
the Heart spurned by mediocrity and indifference – which hurt His Heart even more than the
offenses of the world. Think about it, which hurts more: the stinging words of a bully, or being
ignored by that someone with whom we’re in love?

Too often, we can be deaf to the love of God; we don’t respond to His invitation of love with
love. We close off our ears to His call, because we would rather take the more comfortable way,
the wide and smooth road, instead of risking love, instead of climbing the hard and narrow road
to the Heart of God. This road requires renunciation of self. God does not delight in suffering, but
He does delight in our love for Him. Love that is focused on self is not love at all, but only when
we turn away from ourselves and turn to the beloved that we truly love.

Jesus speaks the word, “Ephphatha” – “be opened” – to the deaf-mute man, and he was able
to hear and speak. This word Ephphatha is used to describe one of the rites just after baptism.
The priest or deacon touches the ears and mouth of the newly baptized and asks God to open the
person’s ears to receive the word of God, and to open the lips that s/he may proclaim His word.
This is so important – we must be open to the call of God, we need to hear of His love for us.
Without this love, our souls are dead! But then we need to share that love He has with others.
He calls us to tell others about how loved we are, about how much God wants to share His life with
us. This is why I am constantly saying such strange things as:

“God wants to marry us”
“God is head-over-heels in love with you”

“God loves you so intimately, so tenderly, so passionately”
We need to learn the truth that God loves us. We need to know this truth in the depths of our
being. We need to be reminded of this constantly.

And we need to know that God will not force His love on us. We must choose to be open to it
and to respond with love. May we be open to the Heart of love, and respond fully to God with
love.


