
M issioninM idstofaConfused W orld

DearbrothersandsisterintheL ord,

W hy doesthew orldseem soconfusedtoday? Itm ay seem likeanodd question,butconsiderthew orld asitis.

T heideaofvotingforinstanceusedtobeprizedinancienttim es,butnow notm any everpracticeit,letaloneconsider

itsw orth.R eflectioninregularlifew asconsideredby S ocratestobeofvery keenim portance.Heevenw entsofarasto

say thattheun-reflectedlifew asnotw orthliving.R eflectingonw hathasbeenhappeninginourlifenow adaysjust

seem stobesom ethingforpreachers,coffee-shop-keyboard-com m andoes,andbulletinarticles(ahem !).T hethoughtof

am otherbeingastay-at-hom em om isconsideredstrange.Ifam andecidestow ithholdfrom relationspriorto

m arriage,heisconsideredlessofam an.A personw hodecidestopushoffsocialm ediaandtelevision,infavorofbooks

andtheaterisconsideredradical.T otheextrem e,som ebelievew ecanchoosew hichsex w ew anttobe.P oliticianslying

hassim ply becom eathingw hicheveryoneacceptsand tolerates.T herootoftheseproblem sseem stobeasw idely

spreadasitseffects.Iw ouldliketosuggestthesolutionistoem bracethecallingthatallChristiansshare.

AttheendofeachM ass,theP riestorDeaconsays“ Goand announcetheGospeloftheL ord,” or“ Goinpeace,”

or“ Goforth,theM assisended.” S eethethem e? Alloftheseclosingshavethesam eideabehindthem .W eareallsent

onm ission.T hejoboftheChurchm ilitant(theChurchhereonearth),istobringallm enand w om enintothefoldof

JesusChrist,tobeinthew orld,butnottobeapartofit.T hejobofS t.P atrickP arishistobringabouttheGospel

m essagetoallw hom w eencounter.How dow edothis?

T heansw er,sim ply put,isby livingoutanauthentically Catholiclife.W ecannotproposetopeoplethatJesusis

theansw ertogainingeternalhappiness,ifw eourselvesdonotlivethatout.T hatistosay that,w ecannotallow

ourselvestofallintothesam etrapsthatothershavefalleninto;w ecannotjoinintheirconfusion.T hissim pleansw er

how everisironically anythingbutsim ple.T hequestionreally becom esam atteroftheorderingofone’slife.A sim ple

questiontotestw hetherornotw earedoingthism ightbe:“ Ism y w eekform edaroundw orkorthetasksthatIhaveto

do? O risit,rather,form edaroundm y relationshipw ithGod (m y prayerlife,m y attendanceatM ass,etc.)?” T oorder

ourlivesaroundourfaithisnottoignoretheneedsofourfam iliesandfriends,butis,rather,toplacethem inproper

order.S om em ay recallthatseveralw eeksago,Fr.Vonsaidinhishom ily thattheideaofm arriageisnotthateach

spousecom pletestheother,butratherthatthey bothw alktogethertow ardstheeternalfulfillm entofGod.He

concludedsayingthatby lovingGod first,they learnhow toloveeachotherbetter.By lovingHew hoistheem bodim ent

ofloveitself,they learnw hattrueloveis.S othatisthesim plepart:w eneedtosurrendertoGodcom pletely.W hat

m akessurrenderingourselvestoChristdifficult,Ithink,isthatw eoftendonotknow w hat“ surrenderingtoChrist”

entails.

S urrenderingm eansthatw eputGod backintoHisproperplace.Ifw eprofessthatHeistheonetrueGod,all

loving,good,andfaithful,thenHeisthegreatestthingever!W eshouldw anttobew ithHim allthetim e!Ihavespoken

beforeabouttheideaofdyingtoourselvesdaily (CatholicT renchW arfare– seearticlefrom June25),butifw edonot

believethatGodcanw orkthrougheverything(includingevil)forthegoodofall,thenthisbecom esjustaburdenand

w ew illeventually abandonitasuseless.Ashum anbeings,ifw ethinkthingsareuseless,w eceasetodothem .Ifw e

thinkthattheM assisjustsom ecerem ony,justaritual“ w hichisgoodforsom eandnotforothers,” thenw ew illstop

going,andm oreover,w ew illnottry tospreadtheGood N ew s.W eneedtorecognizethatJesusisreal!T heEucharistis

infacttheBody ofChrist!W eneedtobeconvictedw ithS t.P iothatthew orldw ouldbebetteroffw ithoutthesunthen

theM ass!W eneedtostartandendeachday by praying!O ncew erecognize,personally,how im portantthesethings

are,andw egivethem theplaceoffirstim portanceinourlives,thenw ew ouldhavesurrenderedourlivestoChrist,and

w ecanpreachtheGospeltoaw orldthatisvery confused.Ifyou donotbelieveyetinyourheartofheartsthatJesushas

thew ay tofix thew orld,thenIinviteyou todivealittledeeperintoyourfaith.Considerdoingalittlereadinguponthe

Faith,and learnaboutw hy Jesusisrightly called,“ thew ay,thetruth,andthelife” (Jn14:6).

S em inarianR ory T raynor


