
My Dear Brothers and Sisters,
We hear today about how Jesus heals Bartimaeus, the blind man. I

just want to share some of my reflections on the different parts of the
Gospel passage.

First, this story is a reminder that Jesus is the Divine Healer. He came
into our humanity to overcome our sin and death so that we can have
eternal life with Him. But it’s more than just about when we leave this
world – He cares for us right here, right now. He heals our sinful souls.
He heals our broken hearts. He heals our wounded emotions. He heals
our sick bodies. In my experience, I have seen Jesus heal souls far more
often the other types of healing, but I have witnessed emotional healing
to a great extent, and I have even witnessed miraculous physical
healings. He is truly The Healer. Oh, that we would trust Him more to
heal what we need healed!

Second, Jesus heals Bartimaeus of his blindness. This is a real physical healing of physical
blindness, but it also is a sign that Jesus heals our spiritual blindness. How often do I look
but not see?! It is so easy to be blind to how God is moving in our lives! It can be incredibly
scary not to see God’s love! It would mean that we’re in this on our own, that we have to
fend for ourselves, that everything we have worked for can be taken away in an instant! O,
that today we would be able to see His love! Even in the midst of the greatest storms of life,
we would find peace! Jesus invites us to surrender that blindness to Him so that He can
show us how much love He has for us.

Another reflection is that Bartimaeus is persistent in his plea to Jesus. Even when others
tell him to be silent, he keeps crying out to Jesus. Do we have that persistence? When we’re
in need, do we keep crying out to Jesus, or do we give up, letting our hands fall in?

This questions Jesus asks Bartimaeus is a key question: “What do you want me to do
for you?” (Mark 10:51). Jesus cares about our needs, yes, but also our desires. What do I
want of Jesus? He really wants to know! I think this also indicates that Jesus won’t crush
our freewill. He wants us to be involved. He wants us to want Him moving in our lives. Will
we ask Him, invite Him, into our brokenness, our hurt, our woundedness? Sometimes, all He
is waiting for is an invitation.

My final reflection on this is about Bartimaeus’ faith. He asks to be able to see. He
doesn’t say, “If you can, I wouldn’t mind if maybe you could possibly do something so that I
might not stumble around as much, and maybe can have …” He is direct in asking for the
impossible, “I want to see” (Mk 10:51). Boldly, he asks God for the impossible, with trust
that He can do it, and that He wants to do it. He doesn’t demand anything, but he asks
boldly, knowing that Jesus wants to answer. Jesus recognizes his faith and heals him, and
faith leads not only to Bartimaeus’ healing, but also to his following Him. Jesus is inviting us
to faith in Him – faith that asks boldly and follows totally.Let’s pray with bold and persistent
faith that the Lord will heal our spiritual blindness, and every other infirmity in body, mind
and soul.


