
My Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Jesus invited us to be like Him. As I wrote last week, to be disciple, is

to become like the master – we learn to think and act like Jesus. Today’s
Gospel shows us more of what this means.

James and John ask to receive glory and honor from Jesus. He asks
them,

Can you drink the cup that I drink or be baptized with
the baptism with which I am baptized? (Mark 10:38)

This means: can you accept the sufferings that I will accept? Are you
willing to die for me the way I am willing to die for you?

This is a new level of becoming like the master! To follow Jesus does
not just mean to study His thought and be able to philosophize and
theologize like Him. It means that we are called to the cross, to lay down
our lives for our faith! This may look like a martyrdom, but it may take

the shape of other forms of persecutions.
Ouch!
Our culture teaches us to seek out comfort and ease. During the lockdowns of the

pandemic, when we were unable to get some of the things we wanted at our usual “Amazon
Prime” schedule, it was easy to get frustrated and maybe even angry. And Jesus invites us
to look beyond our comfort to the truth.

In our world today as it seems that we have lost control of much of our lives, so many
people are allowing their frustration to be expressed with great vitriol and fury, with slander
and libel, cancelling others who think differently than they do. For many Christians today, to
express our beliefs – the beliefs of the Church that have been revealed to us by God – is to
be on the receiving end of this vitriol. This should not surprise us. Jesus told us this would
happen. He told us that to follow Him is to drink the cup that He drinks and to be baptized in
the Baptism with which He was baptized – it means that we go to our own crosses. This
doesn’t mean we take on a “victim mentality,” crying out “Woe is me!” Rather, we are to
take those sufferings – large and small – and unite them to the greater cup, the greater
baptism of Jesus. It also means that we don’t back down from the truth. We speak the truth
with love, but never waiver from the truth, no matter the cost.

In the midst of persecutions, we need to beg God for the grace to stay faithful. We need
now, more than ever, those gifts of wisdom and courage: wisdom to recognize God’s loving
truth moving in my life, in your life, in the life of the world; and courage to reverence,
nourish and trust that love. It is only with wisdom and courage that we will be able to
remain faithful to the call of Jesus.

As we seek to follow Jesus more closely, may we truly see the cost of discipleship, and
beg Jesus for the grace and strength to follow Him, even to the cross.


