
My Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Every year, the month of October is dedicated to Our Lady of the Rosary.

This harkens back to the Battle of Lepanto on October 7, 1571. Pope St. Pius
V organized a coalition of Catholic states to fight off the fleet from the
Ottoman Empire. Had they not defeated them here, Europe would most likely
have been destroyed. The Ottomans had a vastly superior naval fleet, and
hopes were low for Christian Europe. Pope Pius V prayed the Rosary and
asked everyone else to pray the Rosary for success.

Against all odds, the coalition won the day! They recognized the hand of
Mary in this victory and so they celebrated Our Lady of Victories. Over time,

the Feast became Our Lady of the Holy Rosary (October 7th… this past Wednesday), and is
celebrated every year.

Also in October, in 1917 Our Lady of Fatima appeared for the sixth time. At this apparition, she
revealed herself as the Lady of the Rosary. The Miracle of the Sun transformed the hearts of many
unbelievers as it looked like the sun “danced” in the sky, and then came toward the earth. This
was witnessed by over 70,000 persons, both believers and unbelieves for miles around, and was
attested to in the secular media. Our Lady asked that we pray the Rosary for Peace every day.

As we celebrate this month dedicated to the Rosary, I encourage you, again, to pray the Rosary
every day. Our Lady asked for it over and over again. She said that the Rosary can bring peace
to our hearts and to the world. Isn’t this what we most need?!

The beauty of the Rosary is not that we pray Hail Marys over and over again, but that Mary
takes us by the hand and walks with us through the mysteries of Jesus’ life. She brings us from
the Incarnation (Jesus becoming human in the womb of Mary), through His public life, His suffering
and death, His resurrection and ascension, and drawing Mary into Heaven. By meditating on these
mysteries with Mary, we grow closer and closer to Jesus.

If you are unsure how to pray the Rosary, I invite you to learn! We have brochures at the main
entrance of the Church as well as in the Eucharistic Chapel. We pray the Rosary before each daily
Mass (7:20am), and before each weekend Mass (starting about 30 minutes before Mass begins).
You can find multiple resources online, including through the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops’ Web site (www.usccb.org/how-to-pray-the-rosary). If you can’t make it to the Church for
our public recitation of the Rosary and you need to pray with “others,” you can always find the
Rosary on YouTube or other media options.

The Family Rosary is also important. Venerable Patrick Peyton (aka the Rosary Priest) reminds
us that “The family that prays together stays together” and “A world at prayer is a world at peace.”
He strongly encouraged not only the private recitation of the Rosary, but praying it as a family.
When the family prays together, especially the Rosary, there is spiritual power! It transforms the
family – which is the building block of society – and so it transforms the world.

In my own life, while I had heard the call to be a priest from a young age, throughout junior
high and early high school the call had been silenced. When my family began praying the Rosary
together when I was in high school, I began again to hear the call to priesthood.

Our Lady has appeared countless times within the last century and previously. Her constant
call to us it to pray the Rosary. Heaven is giving us an opportunity to embrace peace through the
daily Rosary. The question is, will we accept it or not?

http://www.usccb.org/how-to-pray-the-rosary

