
My Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Advent is here. Advent is a time of waiting.
For century upon century, the people of Israel awaited a Savior. Their

faith taught them that though they had sinned and departed from God (see
Genesis 3 – the Fall of Adam and Eve), God had promised to bring His people
back to Himself. Just after the Fall, God said to the serpent, “I will put
enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring
and hers; They will strike at your head, while you strike at their heel”
(Genesis 3:15). The story of Israel is the story of God preparing His people

for the coming of the Savior.
Waiting.
We hate to wait for anything. With the coming of online shopping, movie streaming, and

immediate contact with people through our electronic devices, we have become terrible at waiting!
The people of Israel had to wait for generations. Then Jesus came, the fulfillment of all the
prophecies of the Old Testament! Many did not recognize Him, and many never knew Him while
He lived on this earth, but He came and transformed the universe!

Every year, we remember this waiting of Israel (and all of humanity), and enter into our own
waiting – waiting for Christ to come again in glory. The Gospel for this weekend speaks about how
we are to wait:

Be watchful! Be alert! You do not know when the time will come….Watch,
therefore; you do not know when the Lord of the house is coming,
whether in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or in the morning.
May he not come suddenly and find you sleeping. What I say to you, I say
to all: ‘Watch!’ (Mark 13:33, 35-37)

Our waiting is not like waiting for a dentist appointment, as we sit, bored, distracted by our
electronic devices. No, the waiting of Advent is active waiting – preparing! This is a time when
we prepare our hearts and our souls for when we will see Jesus face to face. Throughout Advent,
most of us prepare for Christmas. We send out Christmas cards, make cookies, decorate the house
and the tree, shop, wrap Christmas gifts, etc.. Even more so do we need to prepare our souls for
Christ.

What does this look like? One way is to examine our lives, asking if we’re where we would like
to be in our walk with Jesus: Am I truly a disciple? Am I a fan (someone who likes Jesus as someone
“over there”) or a follower (someone who conforms my life to Jesus, getting closer to Him)? From
these questions, we can decide what the first step we need to take is to grow closer to Jesus.

Another way of preparing ourselves is by an examination of conscience: What are my areas of
weakness? How have I sinned against God, my neighbor, the world and myself? Advent is an
excellent opportunity to take advantage of the Sacrament of Reconciliation, to allow Jesus to wash
us clean of our sins and bring us deep healing. Remember, we believe it is Jesus Himself acting
the Sacraments, as the priest acts in persona Christi capatis (in the person of Christ the head).
This means Reconciliation is an encounter with the living Christ! We have plenty of opportunities
for Confession in Advent. In addition to Saturday afternoon (3:00-3:45), there Advent offers
opportunities for Confession before the Sunday Masses (7:30-7:45am, 10:00-10:15am, 5:30-
5:45pm); every Wednesday in Advent, Confession will be available at 7:00pm; we also have our
Advent Cluster Penance Service on Sunday, December 6 at 2:00pm at Mary, Queen of Peace Church
in Salem.

I encourage you to take this Advent to prepare yourselves for the coming of the Lord. HE is
near, and desires for us to draw near to Him!


