
My Dear Brothers and Sisters,
On this, the last Sunday of the Liturgical Year (we begin anew next week

with the coming of Advent), we celebrate the Solemnity of Christ the King of
the Universe. As always, this is an opportunity to examine our own
relationship with Jesus.

The Gospel gives us a view of Christ’s kingship which is diametrically
opposed to the world’s understanding of royalty. Here we see Jesus, already
condemned by the Sanhedrin (the leadership of the Jewish people), now
before Pilate, the Roman Governor. Pilate has all of the authority of the Roman
Empire behind him. He has all of the worldly power, all of the leverage. This
conversation takes place mere hours before Jesus would be crucified and die
on the Cross. From the perspective of the world, Jesus has no power, no
authority, everything will be taken from Him – yet the Church holds this
moment up as a sign of Christ’s Kingship. He is a different kind of king! He
shows His royal dignity through service and love, not power and lording it over

others. He is a king that “testifies to the truth” (John 18:37). Objectively, Jesus is God and
therefore is King of everything. However, He refuses to take our hearts by storm! He loves us
and desires our free choice to love Him back, to embrace the truth of His Kingship. He will not
assert power to take our hearts from us – we must choose to give them to Him. Is He King of our
hearts, or our lives?

What does it mean for Jesus to be King in our lives?
We can look at the different areas of our lives to see if they are really given over to Him, or if

we cling to our own authority. He won’t steal that from us. But, remember, He will give us what
we really want. If we cling to our own authority and power, we will have that for all eternity. If
we cling to His mercy and love – we will have that for all eternity in Heaven.

Do we allow Jesus to be King over our thoughts? Many times, we cling to our ideologies and
refuse to surrender them to God. All of us see things from a finite perspective, but Jesus desires
to mold our minds in the eternal perspective. When we are wounded by the words of actions of
another, do we hold on to that hurt, or do we seek to forgive and to love? Jesus invites us to think
as He thinks. If we invite Him to be Lord of our thoughts, He will remold and heal our way of
thinking.

How about our desires? Jesus wants our desires, our longings to be molded to His desires. I
would say that while we may be driven by our desires, it is not because our desires are too big,
but because they are too small. We don’t want enough! God has so much more in store for us!
He is promising us a beautiful Thanksgiving dinner, and we’re satisfied with chewing gum! Oh, if
only we would allow Jesus to be Lord of our desires, He would mold them to be greater than we
could imagine… and so open us to receive the fulfillment of our desires.

Do our actions, our work, our marriage and family, our money, our entertainment and leisure
proclaim Jesus as King of our lives? Too often, we hold these close to us, trying to be in control.
Yet, Jesus has so much more in story for us. When the vacations end up leaving us empty, the
entertainment leaving us dry, when the work and marriage and family do not fulfill our deepest
needs and desires, this is a sign that only God can satisfy.

This weekend, we are invited, again, to surrender control and authority of our lives over to
Jesus. He IS King, but He is waiting for us to allow Him to be King in our lives so that He can bring
in a reign of peace and love, mercy and justice, and the fulfillment of our deepest desires.


