
My Dear Brothers and Sisters,
As I have mentioned, next Sunday, November 21st, we will have the “Treasures

of the Church” visiting us – 150 relics from the saints of the Church. You might
ask, “Why are relics important?” Before we can answer that, we have to look first
at why our relationship with the saints is important.

By the grace of Christ, in baptism we become sons and daughters of Almighty
God. This means that we are brothers and sisters in Christ. We have older brothers
and sisters who have gone before us into the Kingdom and we call them “saints.”
Because we are all one body in Christ (see I Corinthians 12), we are still connected
to those who have gone before us (“we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses” [Hebrews 12:1]), so we can ask them, through the Body of Christ to
whisper into God’s ears for our needs.

I have sometimes heard the question, “Why should I go to the saints when I
can go directly to Jesus?” To this I would respond that we should go directly to
Jesus. However, Jesus did not create us to live in a vacuum, alone with God alone.

He founded a Church – His Body, His Bride. We are united in Christ, and no man is an island. Throughout
the Acts of the Apostles, we hear about how the Church came together to pray, and worked together for
the Kingdom. While we are meant to go directly to Jesus, we are not meant to go to Jesus on our own.
We need each other. As I stand outside after Mass, it is a rare weekend that no one comes to me asking
for prayer for something. When asked to pray for their intentions, I don’t respond: “Don’t ask me to
pray for you! You should go directly to Jesus!” Why not? Because God, in His mercy and generosity,
has allowed us to walk with each other toward Him, to help each other on the way. He wants people to
ask each other to pray. We continue this walk with those in heaven (the “Church Triumphant”), for they
who have already “run the race” spur us on, helping us run to Jesus, and praying for us.

Another objection might be raised about how the saints can know what’s happening on earth, or
whether their existence in heaven is only praise and not intercession. In the book of Revelation, we read
about how the 24 elders (those representing the 12 tribes of Israel and the 12 Apostles) hold gold bowls
of incense which are the prayers of the holy ones (Rev 5:8), and the souls under the altar ask God about
when God will act on earth (Rev 6:10). Jesus makes it clear that there is great rejoicing in heaven over
a sinner who repents (Luke 15:7, 10). These point to the truth that the saints, through the grace of God,
are aware of events on earth, and can even offer our prayers to the Father.

So, what about relics. It seems odd to many people that we have, for instance, the veil of Mary, or
pieces of bones of the saints. We remember, though, that our bodies are good and convey our
personhood. You cannot encounter a human being without in some way encountering their body through
our bodies. Even reading books written by others requires that their bodies transmitted their thoughts
in such a way that our bodies receive them through out eyes. Jesus came to save us by taking on our
full humanity, and healed many though his body (touch, command with His voice, spittle, and even
through His clothing [see Matthew 9:20]). We hear in the Acts of the Apostles that healing power was
mediated through Peter’s shadow (Acts 5:15-16), and Paul’s handkerchiefs and aprons (Acts 19:11-12).
Could relics be used as superstition or as magic charms? Yes, people can misuse relics. But the Church’s
use of relics is never a form of superstition or magic, but rather as a connection to our GREAT brothers
and sisters who have preceded us in running the race, and as a way to stir up faith within us as we ask
them to pray for us to the Father.

I invite you to come next Sunday, November 21st at 1:00 to hear Fr. Carlos speak about the relics, as
well as having the opportunity to venerate these relics, asking our saintly brothers and sisters for their
prayers. The Treasures of the Church will be in New Hampshire and Massachusetts from November 21-
December 7. For a full schedule of where they will be, go to www.treasuresofthechurch.com/schedule.


