
My Dear Brothers and Sisters,
This weekend we celebrate All Saints’ Day (November 1) and on Monday

(November 2), we celebrate All Souls’ Day. Both of these celebrations point to
our future – as God made us to be and to His merciful love.

Throughout the course of the year, the Church celebrates all manner of saints
– saints who were priests or religious and saints who were lay people, saints who
were old and saints who were young, saints who worked tirelessly for the Gospel
and saints who were confined to a sick-bed, saints who died of natural causes and
saints who were martyred. While we have more than 10,000 canonized saints,

the Church never claims that these select few are the only ones in Heaven. In the first reading today,
we hear

I heard the number of those who had been marked with the seal, one hundred
and forty-four thousand marked from every tribe of the children of Israel. After
this I had a vision of a great multitude, which no one could count, from every
nation, race, people, and tongue. (Revelation 7:4-9)

The Scripture shows us a multitude that was too great to count! The Church has always recognized
that there are countless more who have made it to Heaven than we can canonize.

This is God’s plan for our lives – to be with Him forever in Heaven. That is, after all, why God made
us. He made us to be saints, and He gave us the grace to be saints by our Baptism. This means that
All Saints’ Day is our Feast Day! This is the day that we celebrate what God made us to be.

But we’re not always what God made us to be!
Ay, there’s the rub! We too often sin. We’re too often selfish and self-centered. We rarely love

God with all that we are, nor do we love our neighbors nearly as much as we love our egocentric selves!
For this, God has shown us His incredible merciful love. This is Purgatory. You see, nothing unclean,
nothing selfish, nothing self-centered can enter into Heaven. To go into God’s unmediated presence
would do serious harm to the soul if it were not properly disposed. But God longs for us to be with
Him forever, and, in His mercy, He will not turn away one who is a friend with Him (in a “state of
grace”) because the person still has some stain of self-will. Rather, He has devised a way of purifying
us after our death. This is Purgatory. (Please note that we have to be in His grace – it’s not just that
everyone goes to Heaven… some really do choose Hell.)

The constant teaching of the Church (as well as the witness of the mystics who have seen Purgatory)
is that the purification in Purgatory is painful – immensely intensely so. Why? How can God allow
that? I think of those times when I have seen how I have hurt someone… I mean really seen how my
sin has hurt another. That unmitigated vision has brought about a deep remorse that has been more
painful and hard to endure than the broken bones I have had in my life. In Purgatory, we will see
clearly the results of our sin. We will see them far more clearly than the clearest vision of our sins that
we have in this life. We will also be separated from our bodies (until the resurrection on the Last Day).
This means there will be no way to distract ourselves, no unconsciousness of sleep. We will be faced
directly and plainly with the results of our sins. The beauty is that as our soul deals with that in the
light of God (as opposed to the eternal remorse in Hell), they are healed. Over time (whatever “time”
means in Purgatory), and with the help of the prayers of those on earth, we will be purified and made
ready to enter into Heaven.

So God calls us to be saints. There is no excuse why any of us cannot be saints (He gives each of
us the unique graces we need for our unique lives). But even if we at times refuse His grace, He has
allowed a way for us to enter into Heaven through purification after death. This is our Feast Day (All
Saints), and the incredible mercy of God (All Souls). Let’s lift our prayers to God for those suffering in
Purgatory, and also ask God for the grace that we may be the saints He made us to be.


