
May Overview
God is Love

Verse of the Month
John 3:16
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so
that everyone who believes in him might not perish but
might have eternal life.”

Saint of The Month
St. Philip Neri
(Research this saint and put 3 things you learned in your
scrapbook.)

Overview
“His death on the Cross is the culmination of that turning of God against himself in which

he gives of himself in order to raise man up and save him. This is love in its most radical form …

It is there that this truth can be contemplated. It is from there that our definition of love must

begin.” (Deus Caritas Est 12)

The title of God we hear in John 3:16 is one that shakes us to our core. God Himself is Love, at

the core of who He is, this is God’s identity. The Scriptures reveal this to us and show us in a very

tangible way in Christ’s suffering and death upon the Cross. No greater love has ever been shown, this is

the ultimate definition of Love. This month we will look upon the Cross and try to gain a better

understanding of what this Divine Love is, what it looks like and how we are called to share it with

others.

By The End of This Month Your Children Should Be Able To:

__ Recite this month’s Scripture Memorization
__ Define this month’s Words to Know

__ Be able to describe Agape Love and how it is different from the love of the world
__ Name at least two works of Mercy and how you can put them into practice as a family.



God Is Love

Parent Suggested Reading/Viewing Before Lesson:
Why God Loves You
https://youtu.be/52Vm3YTDQ0s

God is Love - And your life is a Love Story
https://youtu.be/h5ExW4-uIVA

Catechism of The Catholic Church #218-221

God Is Love

The terms below are words that you and your children should know and understand at the end of
this lesson. Use your best judgement about which words to expect each of your children to learn.

If you would like, flashcards are a wonderful way to learn these vocab words together.

Agape- A greek word describing the highest form of love, the love God shows to all people.
Divine Love.

Charity- The love shown between God and man. Charity allows us to love other people as we
are supposed to.

Mercy - Showing love and forgiveness towards a person who does not deserve it.

God Is Love

Opening Prayer

Act of Love

O my God, I love you above all things, with my whole heart and soul, because you are all good
and worthy of all my love. I love my neighbor as myself for the love of you. I forgive all who
have injured me and I ask pardon of all whom I have injured.

If applicable, ask an older sibling to read this Scripture as a part of your opening prayer:
John 3:16 - “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life.”

https://youtu.be/52Vm3YTDQ0s
https://youtu.be/h5ExW4-uIVA


After they read it, take over and finish the prayer.

Question to Explore

Exploring the Kerygma

God Creates
Sin Enters
Jesus Saves
We Respond

This is our faith, this is what we believe. This month we will learn about the great love that Jesus
has for each and every one of this. We will also explore what this Divine Love, agape, looks like
so that we can show it to others.

As we start, let’s take a minute to think about all of the things we love. As a family make a big
list of the people, activities and things that you love.

Now, looking at this list, we can see that we love many different things. Do we love all of these
things in the same way? Do you love your Grandma in the same way as you love your favorite
toy? Of course not! Our love for Grandma is much greater and different than the love we have
for a toy.

This is important for us to know because the way that God loves is very special, He loves us
perfectly with a Divine Love. This means that God is always ready to forgive and love us no
matter what we have done. Jesus is ready to forgive any sin, all we need to do is ask for His
Mercy in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. This is one way that we show love to Jesus. What are
some other ways we show God our love?

Scripture Memorization
For all ages
Have your children write out this month’s verse in your Family Scrapbook. I also recommend
writing it out yourself and posting it somewhere visible, perhaps on the refrigerator.

Activities

The following activities are presented as options. Do as few or as many as will work with your
children. Never feel as if you must create a “classroom” setting in your home. Instead, look for
opportunities to have these discussions and do these activities in everyday life around the kitchen
table, during car rides, before bed, and so forth.



No End to His Love
Younger Children

Materials Needed: Playdoh

Ask: When do you think Jesus loves you?

● Brainstorm a variety of bad choices we sometimes make (shout, don’t obey, etc.).
Does God love us when we sin?

● Explain that God’s love is unconditional. That means no matter what, he loves you.
He might not like what you choose to do, but he will never stop loving you.

● Set out play dough and encourage children to make various shapes and then a ball.
● Explore how there is no beginning or end to the ball; it is the same with God’s love.

Flock Art
Younger Children
Ask:  How many people are in your family? How many sheep are in a flock?

● Explain that there can be 100 sheep or  more in a flock. God wants everyone in his
flock.

● A shepherd uses his staff to pull sheep back to him and to protect the sheep.

Invite children to explore and bend the pipe cleaner.

● A shepherd keeps his sheep near.

Invite children to cut their straws into pieces to make beads.

Pretend that the beads are sheep and thread a few beads onto the pipe cleaner.

Connect the ends of the pipe cleaner to make a bracelet to keep all of the sheep safe.

Explain: God has room for everyone in his flock.

Pray: Invite children to wear their bracelets and pray together.



Pray and thank God for all he does for us.

“Lord, you are the good shepherd. Even when we run off and forget where to go, you find us and
show us the way back to your path. Thank you for inviting us into your flock. In Jesus’ name,

Amen.

We Are Like Sheep
All Ages

Let’s Discuss
● We might hide, but God always finds us.
● God knows us like a shepherd knows his sheep.
● We should always follow God, our good shepherd.
● God sees what we cannot see. We can trust him to keep us safe.

Try This Together: Decorate and Know Your Sheep

Each member of the family will draw and decorate their own sheep. Once all sheep are finished

everyone will stack the sheep in a pile.Then spread out the sheep and invite each person to find

the one he or she created.Discuss how easy it was to find your own sheep. In the same way, God

knows and finds us. Now hide the sheep around the room and look for your own sheep again.

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.”
John 10:11

Learn About the Works of Mercy
All Ages

The Catholic Church teaches us specific ways that we can show love to others just as God
loves us. They are called the Spiritual and Corporal Works of Mercy. Watch the two videos
below to learn a bit more about them.
Corporal Works of Mercy: https://youtu.be/FfWEUw0iwAQ
Spiritual Works of Mercy: https://youtu.be/LNqxp4j4L7c

Jesus, Help Me To Love You More
All Ages

Read aloud Matthew 22:37-40. Brainstorm a list of what you could do as a family to love
God with everything you have. In the same way, make a list of what it looks like to love your
neighbor (everyone) as yourself.

https://youtu.be/FfWEUw0iwAQ
https://youtu.be/LNqxp4j4L7c


Agape Love
Older Kids

Follow this link to watch a video that gives an explanation of Agape Love:
https://youtu.be/slyevQ1LW7A

Scripture and Storytelling

For all ages

Together read the passage in Luke chapter 10:29-37. Read it through a few times and as you are
reading, have your children draw a picture of this scene. Jesus uses the Parable of the Good
Samaritan to teach about the greatest commandment. The love of God and love of neighbor
cannot be separated. God shows us endless love and mercy, we are expected to do the same
towards all other people.

Reflection Questions

-When have you been like the victim in the story? Who was your Good Samaritan?
-When have you been like the priest of the Levite in the story? Why was it hard to help

someone in need?
- When have you been like the Good Samaritan in the story? What made you want to help

someone in need?

Closing
For all ages

“I give you a new commandment: love one another. As I have loved you, so you also should love
one another. This is how all will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another.” -John 13:34-35

Everywhere we go there are rules. We have rules at home, we have rules at school, even adults
have to follow the rules where they work. You must learn to follow the rules if you want to get
along in this world. I found a list of rules called "Golden Rules for Living." I don't know who
wrote these, but they make a lot of sense.

● If you open it -- close it
● If you turn it on -- turn it off.
● If you unlock it -- lock it.
● If you move it -- put it back.
● If it belongs to someone else -- get permission to use it
● If you borrow it -- return it.

https://youtu.be/slyevQ1LW7A


● If you don't know how to operate it -- leave it alone.
● If you use it -- take care of it.
● If you break it -- admit it.
● If you can't fix it -- call someone who can.
● If you mess it up -- clean it up.
● If it's none of your business, don't ask questions.

Those are pretty good rules, aren't they? If all of us would follow those rules, the world would be
a better place. Living by a set of rules isn't anything new. Even Jesus knew the importance of
rules.

One day Jesus was talking to his disciples. He knew that the day was coming when he would
return to heaven, and he was trying to prepare his disciples for the day when he would no longer
be with them. He wanted to leave them with something that would help them to live in such a
way that other people would see them and know that they were his disciples.

"I will be with you only a little while longer," Jesus said. "Then you will look for me, but you
won't find me because you cannot go where I am going. I give you a new commandment. You
must love each other just as I have loved you. If you love each other, everyone will know that
you are my disciples."

Would you like for people to look at the way you live and know that you are a follower of Jesus?
Well, then obey his command, "Love one another as I have loved you."

Jesus, we thank you that you loved us so much that you gave your life for us. Help us to love one
another as you have loved us. Amen.

Family Monthly Assessment

Jesus teaches us how to love others the way we should. It is important that we
realize we cannot love others the right way without the help of Jesus. This month
as a family, focus on growing in Love for Jesus so that you can go out and love
others better.

-As a family commit to putting one Spiritual Work of Mercy and one Corporal
Work of Mercy into practice. How will you do this as a family? Draw some
pictures or write about it after you put this Mercy into action.



Closing Prayer

Act of Love

O my God, I love you above all things, with my whole heart and soul, because you are all good
and worthy of all my love. I love my neighbor as myself for the love of you. I forgive all who
have injured me and I ask pardon of all whom I have injured.
-Amen

How Can I Pray?

(cut image out and put in your scrapbook)



Journal Question of the Month:

As a family find a moment in the Gospels where Jesus shows us or
teaches us about love. Write about it or draw a picture of the story in your

Family Scrapbook.

Respond to this journal prompt in your Family Scrapbook using words
and pictures.

As a family we are called to help one another become saints!

Let’s Read The Bible!

Bible Reading Log: Please log five 20 minute blocks of reading time. After you finish, cut this

out and glue it into your scrapbook.

Date:__________ Minutes Read:___________ Parent Initials:__________

Date:__________ Minutes Read:___________ Parent Initials:__________

Date:__________ Minutes Read:___________ Parent Initials:__________

Date:__________ Minutes Read:___________ Parent Initials:__________

Date:__________ Minutes Read:___________ Parent Initials:__________


