My Dear Brothersand Sisters,

Thisweekend' s Gospel speaks of another resurrection account of Jesus. After Jesusrose from the dead and gppeared
at lesst twice to His disciples, Peter, Thomas, Nathanad, James and John, and two other disciples decide to go fishing.
Now, you have to remember, thisis not a bunch of guys want to take a fishing vacation;” thisisther livdihood. They
have been following Jesus for three years, they have witnessed the Sgns and wonders that Jesus has done, they have
witnessed the resurrection ... but they now go back to their old way of life. Have they been thinking, “Wéll, Jesus did
great things, but now we don’t see Him much anymore. We might aswell go back to the way we were.”

| think that thisis an incredibly common temptation today. God does so much for us! He died for us, because He
loves us and wants us to be with Him forever. He rose from the dead to destroy the power of sn and death. He pours
out His Holy Spirit into the world through the Church, so that we can still have aliving relationship with Almighty God.
God givesus Hislifein Baptism, so that we become the Body of Chrit, the Church. He pours out His Spirit in each of
our lives in powerful ways through Confirmation. He feeds us not just with “bread from heaven” (which would be
incredible enough), but with Hisvery Body and Blood —with the very essence of who Heisl When we are opento Him,
God often gives us profound experiences of His mercy and love through the sacrament of Recondiliation, a powerful
retreet, or religious experience. And yet ... and yet ... wetoo often go back to our old ways of life. It'sasif we say to
Jesus, “Okay, | know You did dl of thisfor me, but what have Y ou donefor me latdy?’

This temptation — after the excitement of a high-powered retreat has died down, after the scent of the Chrism from
the sacraments has faded —isto think our encounter with God wasonly a“passing phase.” Thetemptationisto *go back
tored life” ingtead of truly living lifein Chrigt.

Jesus gppearsto the disciples, and showsthem that Heis till part of their lives. Despite going back to “normd life,”
they find that they are empty: they work al night and catch nothing. At the word of Jesus, they have a miraculous catch.

Do you see this? Without Chrigt, dl our efforts leave us empty. With Christ, we have superabundance. In Christ
we find meaning for our lives. In Christ, wefind purpose. In Chrig, thetoil isworthiit.

In the end of this Gospel passage, Peter comes face to face with his sin —there is a charcod fire on the beach, the
same type of fire described in the courtyard of the High Priest when Peter denied Jesusthreetimes. Asscary asitisto
face our sin, we haveto doit. But notice that when we do it with Christ (as opposed to facing our sin and weakness on
our own in the darkness), it isin the light of love. Jesus doesn't ask Peter, “Are you sorry for your Sn?” Nor does He
ask himif hewill diefor Him. No, Jesus asks Peter, “ Do you love memore than these?’ (John 21:15). More than what?
Morethan fishing. More than the disciples around them. Does Peter love Jesus more than he loves other things?

And hereiswhere Jesus comesto us. He has given us everything, and, more often than not, we go on with our lives
as if nothing has happened, but Jesus keeps reaching out to us. He doesn’t shame us. He wants us to love Him.
Sometimes it means we have to come face to face with our sin. Sometimes it means that we see our cowardliness, our
inability to keep our resolves, the times when we have abandoned, denied, or betrayed our friends, family or God. Y et
inthemidst of this, Jesus asks us one question: “ Do you love me more than these?’

In this question, we are given the whole perspective of our lives. The mord law is not about toughing our way
through difficult or impossible tasks assigned by God. No, it is about living in aliving relationship with the God of the
universe. Itisabout trusting His love enough to know that when He asks usto do something, He will give usthe grace,
the strength, the courage to do it. It is about trusting that God’s commandments are commands coming not from a
vindictive heart, but from the Heart of the Father, who loves us more than we love oursalves, who longs for our good,
our flourishing, our fulfillment more than welong for it ourselves. It meansthat we're called to respond to God, not as
daveor servant, but aslover. Whilefear is enough to keep usfrom Hell, it islove that God desires from us.

| encourage you to take time thisweek to examine your life. Look back at the many ways that God has touched your
life, how He has caled you to HisHeart. Then, taking His hand of love (I get the image of afive-year-old grabbing her
father’ s hand), do not be afraid to face your sin. In facing your sin with God, you will hear these most incredible words
from the Heart of God: “Do you love me more than these? If you struggle to say yes, be honest with yoursdf and with
God. Ask Himto expand your love so that you will be ableto say, “Yes, Lord, you know that | loveyou” (John 21:15).
When we do this honestly with God, we find that, instead of leading us back to the “old way of life,” He will give us
something new: “Feed my lambs... Tend my sheep... Feed my sheep.... Follow me” (John 21: 15, 16, 17, 19).



