
My Dear Brothers and Sisters,
The second reading brings us words from the book of Revelation –

arguably the strangest and most controversial of the books in the Bible.
How do we interpret Revelation? Is it speaking about events that happened
in the early Church? Does it speak about how the Church is going to live
out her life on earth until the end of time? Does it give us a key for
understanding the end of the world? Does it speak to us about the Divine
Liturgy and how we experience it in the Holy Mass? Following many
Catholic theologians, the answer is, “Yes.” All of the above.

Today’s reading comes from the very end of the book of Revelation.
This line stands our in my mind:

The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” Let the hearer say,
“Come.” Let the one who thirsts come forward, and the one
who wants it receive the gift of life-giving water. (Revelation
22:17)

Who is the Spirit? He, of course, is the Holy Spirit. We will celebrate the Feast of the Holy
Spirit – Pentecost – next Sunday. We all remember that the Holy Spirit is the Third Person of
the Blessed Trinity – He is God as the Father and Son are God, yet He is not the Father nor the
Son.

Who is the bride? And to whom is she wed? The bride is the Church. She is wed to Christ
– the Lamb of God (cf. Rev 19:7, 21:2, 9). If the Church is the bride of Christ – just a hint –
you may not want to attack His bride; He might take it as a afront to His very self (see Acts
9:1-6).

So, the Spirit and bride are saying, “Come.” They are calling us to the Heart of Jesus. They
call us to enter in to relationship with Jesus through the grace of the Church. Sometimes we
can get confused under the influence of the world. We can think that the Church is a
hinderance to relationship with Christ. Rather, the Church as bride of Christ calls for us to
come to her so that we can encounter Jesus – she is a bridge to Jesus. This is the whole point
of the Sacraments: we can touch Christ, see Christ, hear His voice, even taste and smell Christ!
The sacraments bestow the very presence of Almighty God. We are made children of God and
the bride of Christ through Baptism. We are given the gifts needed to live as part of the family
of God through Confirmation. We have intimacy with our God through the Eucharist. We
receive God’s mercy and are reconciled in relationship through Confession. We are healed by
the Divine Physician through the Anointing of the Sick. We become the very presence of Christ
for others/another through Matrimony and Holy Orders. While the Church is very human (and
so has plenty of flaws… look at the apostles!), she is also given the Divine Gift of the presence
of the Holy Spirit animating her, leading her, keeping her safe. Let’s be honest, this is not the
first time in the history of the world that the Church has been attacked – from both without
and within – yet, the Church has survived for 2000 years. This has to be the Hand of God.

Do we thirst for God? The Spirit and bride say, COME! Come to the Sacraments. Come
to the bride. Enter in to deeper relationship with God. Come and worship. Come and be filled
by the Word of God and the very Body and Blood of God! Come!


