
My Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Jesus’ words in the Gospel today are harrowing:

Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not
worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more
than me is not worthy of me (Matthew 10:37)

Jesus makes it clear that He must be the center of our lives – more than
any other relationship in our lives.

This may, at first hearing, sound as if Jesus has control issues … that He
is insecure and wants us not to have any other friends than Him. I’ve known

people who have been in manipulative relationships where the other person has been a control
freak! Of course, in human persons, this would be an outlandish claim. If I said that to you,
you would (rightly) say, “Yup. I’m not worthy of you. Later!” as you run away as fast as you
can!

With Jesus, however, we have a different perspective. Jesus loves us more than anyone
else in the whole world. His love is not a manipulative, possessive love, but true love.
Remember that love is not a feeling, but a choice – real love chooses the good of the other as
other, not for selfish motivation. When Jesus is saying that we must love Him more than father
or mother, son or daughter, He is saying that we were made with a God-shaped hole in us.
Only God can fulfill our deepest desires. No human being will ever be able to fill that emptiness.
In essence, He is saying,

I know you. I made you. I know that you long for union, to give yourself
away and to receive another fully. When you put all of your
expectations on another human person, though, they will never be able
to live up to those expectations. Only I can. Only I can fill that
emptiness. I have made you for myself, and your heart will be restless
until it rests in Me.

The beautiful thing about our relationship with God is that by loving Him first, we are able
to love everyone else more fully. It is only when we put God first, at the center of our lives,
our decisions, our desires, our hearts, that we will find that our love is not stunted, but grows
infinitely greater! We find that by loving God first, the love we have for father and mother, son
and daughter – and everyone else in our lives – is now greater, for we are able to love them
with the very love of Jesus Himself, and not only with our poor, tiny love.

In the following line, Jesus tells us that we need to take up our cross and follow Him to be
worthy of Him. This may, again, sound masochistic, but it really isn’t. Remember that while
the cross was a form of torture and capital punishment, when Jesus took it up, it became the
sign of self-giving love. By taking up our cross and following Jesus, we are not saying, “I give
myself over to torment,” but, “I give myself completely over to love. I will die to myself, my
own will, because I love you so much!” Since love means willing the good of the other for the
other’s sake, not my own, this means that we have to deny ourselves. So when you hear
“Cross,” think “Self-giving love”.

As we continue to strive to follow Jesus, let us strive to put Him first in our lives. Let us beg
Him for the courage to have that self-giving love, which dies to self and lives for God and
others.


