
My Dear Brothers and Sisters,
It is with great rejoicing that the Bishop has allowed us to return to

(mostly) normal Mass celebration (the exceptions being that we are still
omitting the procession of the gifts, the sign of peace, and the distribution
of the Precious Blood at Communion). As the Bishop said in his letter
(which you can read on our website: www.stpatricks-pelham.com), the
wearing or not wearing of masks is now optional, but those who have not
been vaccinated “must be mindful of the need to take other safeguards for
the care of self and others, as recommended by public health authorities.”
I have gotten a call from someone who has cancer and is concerned about
people around her going mask-less. We are called to be aware that life is

not all about us, but we need to be concerned for the most vulnerable in our midst.
The Bishop also reminded us that

those who are sick should not attend Mass. This would include those
who recently have been exposed to COVID or any other communicable
illness. These individuals are excused but of course, should not be
attending other events that would pose the same concerns. A mother’s
words ring true: “If you’re too sick to go to church, you’re too sick to go
out and play.”

All of this being said, it is time to invite people back to Mass. We have been celebrating
Mass publicly again for over a year now (thanks be to God!). Now that we no longer have
“roped off pews” it is time to remind people of how we need each other and how we need God
in our lives.

Last weekend was the Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ. While we can encounter
God in so many different ways in our lives, Christ is present in the highest, most real way in
the Eucharist (as St Paul VI said, the Eucharist is His presence par excellence”). The Mass is
the source and summit of our lives. Our strength as Christians flows from the presence of
Christ in the Eucharist. At the Mass, the sacrifice of Christ on the Cross is re-presented to the
Father. In a sense, what happened two-thousand years ago on Calvary is raised into eternity,
as an ever-lasting gift of love from the Son to the Father, and in the Mass, that eternal offering
is brought from eternity back into time and space – right here, right now. So, the sacrifice of
Christ is brought to the present in Nairobi, in Calcutta, in Vienna, in Bangkok, in Sydney, in
Buenos Aires, and in Pelham. And we get to participate in this!

It’s not the same as watching Mass on TV. It’s not the same as praying as you walk through
the woods. Of course you can encounter God there, but we encounter the very presence of
Jesus our God in the way He told us to do it at the Mass – “Do this in memory of me” (Luke
22:19).

People have had their reasons for staying away from Mass, and we need to respect them.
But we also need to invite them to come back. I can only do so much in a homily, a letter, an
article. You have so much more reach, as you encounter friends and family in the grocery
store, on the sidelines of a game, as you pick children or grandchildren up from school. Pray.
Love. Invite. Jesus is longing for them, and so should we.


