
My Dear Brothers and Sisters,
A week ago Friday, June 24th, the Supreme Court of the United States gave us

their decision on Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization. With this, the
Supreme Court struck down Roe v. Wade, which had made abortion the law of the
land. With this decision, abortion laws go back to the state.

Many of you know that I have frequented the March for Life in Washington, DC
each January to pray, to witness and to protest against Roe v. Wade and the culture
of death. Until the COVID lockdowns, I went every year of my priesthood. Due to
my heavy schedule, I am writing this just after this decision came out. I know for
many, this will be seen as a blow to women’s rights. For us as Catholics, though, we
look and see how this upholds our belief that each person is made in the image and
likeness of God, bears a sacred dignity and so must be protected – especially the
most vulnerable. We also recognize how abortion hurts women and all involved.

As I was pondering over the Dobbs decision, I thought about what this would
mean for the National March for Life. I questioned whether we will still go down in January, or if we
will still rally at all. And if we do, will it be on June 24th instead of January 22nd? And then it struck
me: this decision fell on the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, but June 24th is also the Solemnity
of the Birth of St. John the Baptist (transferred this year to June 23rd because of the Sacred Heart).
This is significant! The Sacred Heart is a feast recognizing how God’s love is poured out to us through
a human heart – how God raises our humanity to the heights of heaven! It also is a call for us to
console His Heart for how it has been wounded. How much more wounded could a heart be than to
see His beloved children killed in the millions without mercy for decade upon decade. And when we
think of St. John the Baptist: the Visitation points out the dignity and humanity of the unborn child, as
John the Baptist leapt in the womb of his mother at the approach of the baby Jesus – also in the womb
(see Luke 1:39-45). Not only by faith, but by science, we recognize the human life of the baby in the
womb.

After the Dobbs draft was leaked earlier this year, throughout the nation there was violence against
crisis pregnancy centers and Catholic Churches (thankfully, not here). Different groups – sometimes
encouraged by politicians – were telling people to continue this violence should the Dobbs decision
overturn Roe. And it seems that no one in the media thinks this is a bad thing. This, of course, is not
surprising, for instead of calling the Pro-Life movement by its choice of names (think of the pronoun
war going on right now) the AP will only call us “Anti-abortion” never “Pro-Life”. In the midst of this,
we are called to love, even those who hate us. We are to love those who do us violence. We are to
love those who disagree with us. We are to love those who slander us. Yet love doesn’t mean going
along with evil. Now more than ever we need to pray, sacrifice, and do the work necessary to build
up a culture of life, in the law – but more, in hearts so that we may end abortion for good.

One final, yet very important note. While the Church has constantly taught of the intrinsic and
serious evil of abortion, she has also always taught of the incredible, infinite, overwhelming mercy
of God. If you have had an abortion, or encouraged or helped someone have an abortion, the Lord
wants to bring healing and forgiveness and mercy. You are loved, no matter what the sin. While we
were sinners – enemies of God – Jesus went to the Cross to bring us new life. You are loved! Now
is the time of mercy. Turn back to the Lord. Surrender the wound in your heart for the act(s) of
abortion. He wants to forgive you. Your child wants nothing more than for you to be in heaven forever.
Don’t believe the lie that what you have done is beyond God’s forgiveness. Don’t believe the lie that
you don’t deserve mercy (after all, mercy isn’t mercy if it’s deserved). Jesus wants you to be whole.
He can make you whole. Come and receive His love and mercy in Confession, and allow Him to make
your woundedness whole.


