My Dear Brothersand Sisters,

This weekend we hear about thewedding a Cana. Thisis such abeautiful passage, and there are so many different
facets & which tolook. Thereare afew things that so beautifully stand out which I will bring for reflection.

Mary'sroleinthisstory isso beautiful. Sheisthefirst discipleof Jesus—first both chronologicaly andinimportance.
She notices that the wine has run short. A few things about ancient Jewish weddings. ancient Jewish wedding
cdebrationswere held over severa days (about aweek!). Also, it wasthe groom’ s respong bility to make suretherewas
enough wine for al his guests for that week. Wine was a staple of ancient near eastern culture, and in the Bible, wine
representsjoy. When Mary notices that the wine has run short, she gpproaches Jesus. She does not want the groom to
be humiliated by this sudden lack (who knowsif it was the sudden appearance, not just of Jesus, but aso His disciples,
that made the wine run short?). Her statement to Jesus is very smple “They have no wine’ (John 2:3). She does not
tell Jesus what to do, she does not explain to Him why He should help the groom, she does not go into lengthy
explanations or prayers. Mary smply brings the problem to Jesus and truststhat He will take care of it.

Thisis one of the beautiful things about Mary’ s discipleship — she trusts Jesus completey!  She modd s for us how
we should gpproach Jesus. We don't need to tell God how to do Hisjob. We can smply tdl Him the problem. And
trust. We dso seehow Mary doesthisfor us, aswell. Asmother, asagreat intercessor in heaven, we can goto Mary as
her little children and ask her to go to Jesuswith our problems. Isthere anything that Jesus could refuse His mother?

John records Mary’slast wordsin the Bible in this passage, right after Jesus' reply to Mary' srequest. Mary looksto
the servers and says, “Do whatever hetellsyou” (John 2:5). Thisisthe story of Mary’slife asthe perfect disciple; she
was aways obedient to God and Hiswill. At the Annunciation, she stated what she had chosen everyday of her whole
life, “Behold, | am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me accor ding to your word” (Luke 1:38). Thisis
her modd of discipleship, and thisiswhat sheisdwaystelling others to do: be obedient to Jesus.

What happens after the servers are obedient to Jesus? A miracle! Without Mary’ s direction, the servers might have
looked at Jesus cross-eyed when He told them to fill the ceremonia washing jarswith water. This represented 120-180
gdlonsof water. That’salot of water. Even today, thiswould take sometimeto fill that much water, but remember that
they didn’t have asink or ahose with which tofill the jars. They would have had to take smdler containers, walk to the
town well, draw out the water, and then come back to the house to fill the jar. How long would this have taken, how
many trips? | don’t know, but it would have been a serious commitment of time and effort on the part of the servers.
Their obedience (and swest) bring about a great result —a superabundance of wine! The headwaiter, not knowing where
it comes from, tastes it and knows that this is a better wine than they had previoudy. Commentators on this passage
recogni ze that thisisthe“best wine’ ... thewine of joy isso overabundant that it will not, could not run out. By entrusting
the problem to Jesus, “joy” isrestored! What problemsaretoo big for usin our lives? What problemsrob us of our joy?
Entrust them to Jesus— He will restore your joy... in superabundance!

It issgnificant that Jesus performs Hisfirst miracle at awedding. As| have said before, the summary of the Bible
is“God wantsto marry us.” John showsthisto usin severd places. At the wedding at Cana, we see that Jesus takes
over the role as bridegroom: He provides wine for the wedding. In chapter 4 of John, the encounter between Jesus and
the Samaritan woman takes place & awell, the Biblicd place where aman findshisbride. Her search for love with five
husbands and the current unmarried reaionship is fulfilled in Jesus, as we see her leave her water jar behind (see John
4:28)... sheisnolonger thirsty for love, for she hasfound it. At the Last Supper, JesustdlsHisdisciples

“In my Father’s house there are many dweling places. If therewere not, would | havetold you

that | am going to prepare a placefor you? And if | go and preparea placefor you, | will come

back again and take you to mysdlf, so that wherel am you also may be.” (John 15:2-3)
A Jewish groom would have said thisto hisbride, as he prepared aplacefor her, by building roomson hisfather’ shouse.
When the rooms were ready, then he would come back for the bride to bring her to himsdlf. Fndly, at the Crucifixion,
before dying, Jesus' find wordswere“It isconsummated” (John 19:30). Then asoldier opens His sde and blood and
water flow out (John 19:34). Aswhen Adam dept, his sde was opened for his bride to come forth (Genesis 2:21), 0
Jesus Bride (the Church) comes forth when Jesus, in the deep of death, has His side opened. The Bride is born of the
sacraments of Baptism (water) and the Eucharist (blood). God wantsto marry usl

May we be open to thisincredible, intimate, passionate, tender love that God desiresto pour upon us—you and me!



