My Dear Brothersand Sisters,

John the Baptist sees Jesus and he says, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of theworld” (John
1:29). We arefamiliar with thistitle for Jesus (after al, wesing it at every Mass “Lamb of God, you take away the sins
of the world, have mercy on us... grant us peace,” right before receiving Communion), yet it would be a shocking thing
to say about someone. What doesit mean to be the Lamb of God?

If modern Americans were to go back in time to the ancient world, the thing that would most shock them would be
sacrifice. Everywhere, every religion in theworld required some sort of sacrifice— most often this was animal sacrifice
(though some rdigions required human sacrifice). The Jewish religion was no different: a the heart of the Jerusalem
Temple was the altar of sacrifice. While sacrifices took place throughout the year, the Passover was a key moment for
the life of the Jewish people. As you remember, on the first Passover, the LORD told Moses to have each household
daughter alamb, to put the blood of the lamb on the doorposts and lintel of their houses, and then to roast the lamb and
egt it. The Passover wasadefining moment for the people of 1sragl sinceit was the means God used to savethe lsradlites
from the Angd of Degth. It wasfrom this moment that |sragl was set free from davery, and they set out, first for Mount
Sina to make a covenant with the LORD, and then to the Promised Land.

At thetime of Jesus, millions of people went to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover. Josephus, the Jawish historian,
estimates that over 250,000 lambs were daughtered in the Temple a Passover. Could you imagine the blood flowing
out of the Temple, the crowds everywhere, the smell! Thiswasamoment of celebration for the Jewish people that stood
out in people sminds.

Back to John and Jesus. John looks at Jesus and tdls his disciplesthat Heisthe Lamb of God. Heistelling usthat
Jesus will be dain —like the Passover lambs—to take away the sns of theworld. Jesus Himself would be the sacrificid
victim that would lead the people from davery into freedom, from darkness to light, from the plague of sin into the
hedling of God' sforgiveness, from degth to life.

It isimportant to note, too, that John states Jesus mission — to take away the sin of the world. Jesus did not come
just to teach, nor smply to be agood example, nor to giveusanew mord code. Jesus cameto bridge the chasm between
God and humanity caused by sin. Jesus' primary mission wasto take sin upon Himsdf and break its power, so that we
could get to the Heart of God.

Inaworld that says, “thereisno sin; thereis no guilt; thereisonly hunger” (Dostoevsky, qtd. in Throughout the Year
with Fulton Sheen, October 15), is it any wonder that Jesus has become a margindized character? If Jesus primary
mission is to take away the sin of the world, and the world teaches us that there is no sin, is it any surprise that the
Churches are emptying? We are inundated by the psychology which denies sin and guilt as objective redities, the
psychology which says, “Do what you want, what makes you fed good, what fulfillsyou,” the psychology that says that
we define who we are, despite objective physicd redity. Yet despite dl of the promises of this fed-good psychology,
depression, drug addiction and despair are growing and growing. If only we were able to recognize the truth, we could
find ared solution to our problems.

Andwhat isthetruth? That Snisred. That by our choices, weredly and truly can rglect God, which meansreecting
joy, love, peace and happiness. That we redly can destroy ourselves, our souls, by choosing the “fed good” path that
rgects God’'s commandments. But (and thisis most important), that we have a Savior — Jesus Christ — who came with
the very purpose of taking away our sins, of forgiving us, of restoring our relationship with Almighty God. Hedid this
not because we deserve it, not because we've earned it in any way, but because, and solely because, He loves us and
chooses to have mercy on us.

When we embrace this redlity, we don't have to lie to oursalves or others about our choices, because our worth is
found, not in our merit, but in the God who loves us, the One who chose to come and be sacrificed to take away our Sins
and thegnsof all theworld.

| pray that we open oursalvesto theincredible redlity of this grace, alowing Jesusto be the One who takes away our
snsand thesnsof dl the world.



