
My Dear Brothers and Sisters,
The Gospel for today is the Wedding at Cana. John had so much time to

reflect on the events of Jesus’ life and ministry, that he packs his gospel full
of theological insight. We look at this key moment in the Gospel of John –
the Wedding at Cana – and see that it is one of only two places that the
mother of Jesus appears – at the beginning of His public ministry, and at the
end (at the foot of the Cross). In both places, John refers to her as “the
mother of Jesus” and has Jesus refer to her as “Woman”. What does this all
mean?

We see that at the foot of the Cross, Jesus calls Mary “Woman” (John
19:26) to compare her to the first woman – Eve. He says Mary is the New
Eve – and this is foreshadowed at the wedding at Cana. Jesus’ performing
His first sign is the beginning of His road to Calvary – it starts Him on the
road to the Cross. As Eve was the mother of all the living (Genesis 3:20), so

at the Cross Mary is given the vocation to be mother, not just of Jesus, but of the whole Body of
Christ, the Church: “Woman, behold, your son…. Behold, your mother” (John 19:26-27).

As mother, Mary intercedes with her Divine Son. Her care is two-fold: she recognizes the
need (lack of wine), even before the bride and groom do; and she is confident in going to her
Divine Son to ask for His intervention in the situation. She trusts that as mother, she can
approach Jesus, and that He, as God, has authority to take care of the problem. I love the way
she approaches Him – so simple. Mary says, “The have no wine” (John 2:3). She does not then
tell Jesus how to fix the problem, nor try to convince Him that the problem deserves His attention.
She merely brings the problem to Jesus and trusts that He will take care of it as He sees fit.

This is a call for us today, as well. I know how easy it is to tell God how and when a problem
should to be resolved, or try to convince Him of the importance of my need. God knows. He
knows our need. He knows how and when to take care of it. He wants us to approach Him in
prayer with our needs, because He is a Father who loves interacting with us, and He knows that
our prayer helps open our hearts to receive His answer. We don’t need to explain it for His sake,
but, rather, to trust (“Thy will be done”). I’ve shared the power of the Surrender Novena with
you before, but it is still powerful in my life, so I’ll share it again. I encourage you to pray the
Surrender Novena, or at least the core prayer in it: “Jesus, I surrender myself to you, take care
of everything.” Mary, in essence, does this at Cana: “Jesus, here’s the problem… you take care
of it.”

Mary is not only a powerful intercessor, she is also a model. She shows us how to surrender,
and she tells the servants to “Do whatever he tells you” (John 2:5). Once we surrender our
problem to Jesus, we don’t just wait for Him to answer, we must also do what He tells us. This
may look like patient anticipation, but it may look like continued prayer, growth in union with
God, or action. The important thing is not the work on our part, but obedience to His will. If
action is called for, we should delight in the truth that God, in His generosity, chooses to allow
us to cooperate in His work! What blessing!

As we continue to reflect on this incredible first miracle of Jesus, may we turn to Mary for
help, strength, intercession and example, so that we can trust more in Jesus and do whatever
He tells us.


