
FROM THE PASTOR

My brothers and sisters,
On Saturday, November 2, we celebrate(d) All Souls Day. This is a very special day in the

Church when we remember those who have gone before us into eternity. In the Book of
Revelation, Saint John tells us that “nothing unclean will enter [heaven]” (Rev 21:27). This may
seem frightening, since so many of us struggle with some sin – whether it be stubbornness,
gossip, impurity, resentment, or any other measure of selfishness. Remember, though that all
Jesus wants is for us to come to His merciful Heart.

This is why we have Purgatory. Jesus gave us Purgatory so that those who are friends with
God – those who choose to be with Him – but are not completely pure when they leave this life,
can be washed clean of all of their sin and stubbornness and pride.

All Souls Day is a great reminder to pray for our dearly departed so that if there is anything
lacking in them, God may make it right, that they may be cleansed of all uncleanness. We are
able to help the holy souls get through this cleansing process of Purgatory by acts of love and
reparation, and by prayer. We can have Masses celebrated for them (the highest and infinitely
powerful prayer), pray Rosaries, Divine Mercy Chaplets and other devotions. We can make
cemetery visits to pray for our beloved deceased. We can offer alms for the poor, and do other
acts of love. We can sacrifice little things for them, and offer our little sufferings to Jesus for
them.

There is only one Body of Christ, and so as part of the same Body, we help each other on the
way. I encourage you throughout the month of November to remember those who have gone
before us into death, and pray that they may enter the fullness of Life.


