
FROM THE PASTOR

My dear brothers and sisters,
We continue through the Introductory Rites of the Mass by looking at the Penitential Act.
After the greeting, we are given an opportunity to turn our sins over to God. Remember, sin

is not merely breaking rules – it is hurting or breaking our relationship with God. Sin is what
gets between us and God. If we prepared well before Mass, we will have already made a good
examination of conscience. Now, we again bring to mind these things and ask God to take away
all that divides us from Him. This isn’t about having a “big heavy” put on us (“whoa! What a
downer to have to think about how I’ve failed”). It is about recognizing our need for God, for
His mercy and forgiveness, and then throwing ourselves into His loving arms. There are three
forms of the Penitential Act. Each of them reminds us that we are in need of God’s mercy, that
we need His grace.

After the Penitential Act, we sing (or say) the Gloria. This is a prayer of praise to our God.
It starts off with the prayer of the Angels, as they sang it on Christmas Day! We remember it
every year when we sing, “Angels We Have Heard on High,” “Glo - - ria, in excelsis Deo”
(Glory to God in the highest). In this prayer, we sign of how we praise, bless, adore, glorify and
thank our God for His great glory. It is a prayer to Father, Son and Holy Spirit. It is a prayer we
sing with the whole Church on earth and in Heaven!

You see, the Gloria is a reminder that in the Mass, Heaven and earth meet. During the Mass,
we are (as it were) a quarter inch from Heaven. If only the veil would be lifted from our faces,
we would see the Angels (who really are here with us at Mass) bowing low and praising God; we
would hear all the Saints (who really are here) singing Alleluias; we would experience the
suffering, death and resurrection of the Lamb who was slain (Jesus) offering Himself to the
Father for all eternity for our salvation! We sing these sacred words not on our own, or even
only with those physically present with us in the Church, but with the whole of creation! If only
we had eyes to see and ears to hear…

After the Gloria the priest invites us to pray. How often do we actually use it as a time to
pray? Do we take that opportunity to remember our petitions for this Mass? This prayer is
called the Collect and by it, the priest collects all of our prayers into one to be offered to
Almighty God. It is a great opportunity to take these few moments to bring all to God, so He can
hear our prayers and answer them.

With this, we end the Introductory Rites and move into the Liturgy of the Word… but that is
for next week.


