
FROM THE PASTOR

My brothers and sisters,
We hear today about how Jesus walked with the two downcast disciples on the road to

Emmaus. Their hopes had been shattered. Jesus, walking with them through their struggles,
opens their minds and guides them to understanding. As they walk along with Jesus and He
opens the Scriptures to them and their hearts are set on fire. Then they invite Him in. Jesus
breaks the bread (an early Christian way of talking about the Eucharist), and as they recognize
Him, he disappears from their sight.

At every Mass, Jesus is present in the same way – His Word is broken open for us. We have
the opportunity to hear Him speak to our hearts and set them on fire. Do we ask God to speak to
us? He does have a word for you, in particular, at each and every Mass! Then He comes in the
Eucharist. He disappeared from the sight of the Emmaus disciples because He was now present
in the Eucharist! He is present to us in the same way. He doesn’t leave us – He tells us He will
never leave us orphan. No, He is still present in the “Breaking of the Bread” and in His Word.

I went to speak to some of the classes at Bishop Guertin High School the other day, and one
of the students asked me if God ever spoke to me. I answered very matter-of-factly that He has.
The truth is that He is always speaking to ALL of His children, but we very often are not
listening. He speaks to us in prayer. He speaks to us at Mass. He speaks to us in the silence.

It is so easy to lose sight of this basic truth. We, as a Catholic Christian community, must
help others to recognize this truth of Christ’s Presence among us, walking with us, speaking His
words of love, and feeding us on His very Body and Blood. This is not about pushing a doctrine
or a particular philosophy on others. This is no propaganda or proselytizing. No, this is about
sharing the Truth that Jesus is raised from the dead, He loves all of His children, and is still
present in His Church. It is each person’s responsibility to share the Faith, to introduce people to
the living Jesus.

May we, as the St. Patrick Community, always strive to draw others to a living relationship
with the living Christ, who continues to speak to us today, and is really present to us in the Word
and the Breaking of the Bread.


