
FROM THE PASTOR

My brothers and sisters,
This weekend, we celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday. If you are not familiar with St. Faustina

and her Diary, Divine Mercy in My Soul, I highly encourage everyone to read it! In the 1930s,
Jesus spoke to St. Faustina, a young Polish nun, and, among the many other things He said to
her, He asked her to work on spreading devotion to His unfathomable Divine Mercy, including
establishing a worldwide celebration of Divine Mercy on the Sunday after Easter. After her
death, they began the process of canonization (declaring a person a “Saint” in the Church), but
they hit roadblocks, and for a time, her writings and devotion were censured by the Church. A
young Cardinal of Poland, Karol Wojtyla, recognized the problem was not of doctrine but of
translation, and began the process with the Vatican, again.

This young Cardinal Wojtyla was elected Pope John Paul II who has been canonized today,
along with Pope John XXIII, by Pope Francis. Let’s look a bit at each of these incredible new
Saints.

Pope Saint John XXIII was elected pope on October 28, 1958, and was 77 years old. He was
known for his humor (when once asked how many people worked in the Vatican, he responded,
“About half”) and his relaxed, friendly, down-to-earth attitude. He went out of the Vatican to
visit churches in Rome, patients in hospitals, and inmates in prisons. He would invite people to
eat dinner with him so that he wouldn’t have to eat alone (kind of reminds you of the style of
Pope Francis, doesn’t it?).

Saint John is best known for rocking the Church world by calling the Second Vatican
Council, not for the purpose of refuting some heresy (as had always been done in the past), but
for the purpose of discerning “the sign of the times, to seize the opportunity, and to look far
ahead.” Even though Saint John XXIII died on June 3, 1963, his Feast Day will be October 11,
the beginning of Vatican II.

Saint John Paul II, was the first non-Italian pope in over 400 years. He was born in 1920,
and years of suffering under Nazi and Communist totalitarianism formed him into the
courageous peacemaker he was. Elected pope at the young age of 58, he was seen to be the
“energetic pope”. He traveled to 129 countries, and was fluent in several languages. Among
many other incredible things he did, he is known for being a major (human) part of the peaceful
fall of the Soviet Union, he forgave his would be assassin, and worked extensively to improve
interreligious dialogue and bring greater unity among the Christian denominations. He was
deeply devoted to our Lady, and canonized 482 saints.

It is because of this Pope of Mercy, that the universal celebration of the Feast of Divine
Mercy is celebrated today. Saint John Paul died on April 2, 2005, a First Saturday (a special
celebration for Mary), and the Eve of Divine Mercy Sunday.

I encourage you to find out more about each of these saints (Faustina, John XXIII and John
Paul II). They each have incredible stories and can show us how to take our very normal lives
and live them with great love for Almighty God.

On this Feast of Divine Mercy, may you enter into the great, unwearied Mercy of God!


