
FROM THE PASTOR

My brothers and sisters,
Today’s Gospel is about the healing of the man born blind. When we listen to the

persecution this man underwent simply for being healed by Jesus, we wonder at whether the
healing was worth it. Yet, it changed his life, and he would not have wanted to go back.
Everything was different. The darkness had gone, and he lived in the Light!

When asked over and over about what happened, he kept telling the simple truth: “I was
blind and now I see.” What wonder! What amazing grace! This man has become a witness of
Jesus. As much as the people wanted to denounce him or tell him that he didn’t know proper
theology (and therefore couldn’t know anything about God), his simple response was not deeply
theological, but rather experiential: “I was blind and now I see.”

Pope Benedict XVI spoke about how in this day and age we need witnesses first, before we
need teachers. We need people who have experienced God’s amazing grace to show Jesus to
others. Until we meet Jesus, learning about Him is empty. Our Faith is not about doctrines, but
about a Person with whom we are in relationship. Moral laws, dogmas and doctrines, and rites
all find their place only in the context of having fallen in love with Jesus.

Think about your own faith. Who was a witness to you of that Faith? Maybe it was a parent
or grandparent, a priest or religious, maybe a friend. In any case, our faith would not be alive
had we not met someone who showed us that Christianity is not a philosophy, but a relationship
with Almighty God, the lover of our souls.

As we move through this Lenten season, may the light of Christ continue to enlighten our
hearts, and draw us into deeper relationship with He who is our maker, our healer, our lover.


