
My Dear Brothers and Sisters,
We’re one week out from Christmas! During this “Late Advent” time, the

Church shifts focus from preparing for the coming of Christ at the end of our
lives on earth to the coming of Christ at Christmas. The readings point this out.
We read in Isaiah about the prophecy of Emmanuel – God-with-us – which is
a foreshadowing of the Annunciation to St. Joseph in the Gospel. As I was
praying with these Scriptures, I started to notice the contrast in the characters.

In the first reading, Isaiah tells us that the kings of Aram and Israel (the
northern kingdom) go up to attack the kingdom of Judah at Jerusalem. The
Lord sends Isaiah to tell the king of Judah – King Ahaz – not to be afraid, that
He (God) would protect Jerusalem. He tells Ahaz not to go seeking help from
Assyria (another, very powerful nation), for God Himself would keep Jerusalem
safe, and that both Aram and Israel would be destroyed within 65 years.

Here’s where we enter into the reading for today. Isaiah tells Ahaz to ask for a sign from the
God, and He would give that sign. God wants to strengthen Ahaz’s faith! But Ahaz, in an act of
false humility says, “I will not ask! I will not tempt the LORD!” (Isaiah 7:12). It sounds holy
and humble, but it actually pride and rebellion. When God invites you to ask for a sign, He does
it for a reason. Ahaz refused because he knew what he wanted to do – he plans to ask Assyria
to help him against Aram and Israel. He didn’t want to have to trust in the LORD. If he got a
sign, it would mean he would have to change his life – and that’s uncomfortable. God, in His
mercy, though, gives an amazing sign! It was a sign for that time, for Ahaz, but also a sign for
all of us, through Mary, the Virgin, conceiving and bearing a Son who would be called Emmanuel
– God-with-us! (It’s interesting to note that with most writers’ words can stand for something
else, but only God can have actions/events/history stand for something else, as it does here!
God is so good!)

Let’s look at St. Joseph, now. Here is a good man, a righteous man, a man after the Heart
of God. He wants to do what God is asking, but is troubled. Many have interpreted this passage
(appropriately so) as Joseph divorced Mary because he knew the child was God, and he was
over-awed by this – he knew himself completely unworthy to take care of the Mother of God and
the God-man. In his unworthiness, he separates himself from Mary. On the surface, it seems
kind of like the same thing Ahaz did. However, when Joseph is told by the Angel in the dream
to take Mary into his home, Joseph doesn’t argue about his unworthiness; he doesn’t come up
with excuses. No, Joseph obeys: “When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord
had commanded him and took his wife into his home” (Matthew 1:24).

God is inviting us to trust Him. When we look around at the trouble in the world, we can fear
for the outcome. I don’t need to tell you all the problems out there. And in the midst of it, God
is inviting us to trust! He is in charge! It doesn’t mean that we will have justice the way we
envision justice, but God will walk with us every step of the way, if we keep our eyes on Him, if
we obey Him. Of course, we will have to bear crosses – Jesus promised that that would happen.
But He will be there to bear them with us. Joseph didn’t have it easy, but he persevered in
obedience to God’s will, and God took care of him and his family. God will take care of us, too,
through the crosses, trials and tribulations, but we have to humble ourselves to obey trustingly
in His love.


