
FROM THE PASTOR

My Dear Parishioners,
It is with great joy that I am able to be with you celebrating one-hundred years of faith, hope,

love and worship in this sacred Church of Saint Patrick. Much has changed since 1913, and yet
many things still abide: our belief in the Holy Trinity as God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; the
enduring and atoning sacrifice of the Mass; the desire to receive the grace from God’s abundant
blessings.

Like Lazarus in today’s readings, things are not always rosy and wonderful in this life, but
despite hardships, toils, struggles, and pains, our Faith endures, the Faith that tells us that God
has conquered sin and death, and that, in His mercy, we are meant to be with Him forever in His
loving embrace.

As promised last weekend, I have included in this article the “First Principle and Foundation”
of Saint Ignatius of Loyola, to reflect upon and pray through. May these great words of Saint
Ignatius help us all to continue building on the foundation of faith laid here in Pelham 100 years,
ago, and by the centuries prior through all of our forebears in the Faith.

First Principle and Foundation
Man is created to praise, reverence, and serve God our Lord, and by this means to save his

soul.
The other things on the face of the earth are created for man to help him in attaining the end

for which he is created.
Hence, man is to make use of them in as far as they help him in the attainment of his end, and

he must rid himself of them in as far as they prove a hindrance to him.
Therefore, we must make ourselves indifferent to all created things, as far as we are allowed

free choice and are not under any prohibition. Consequently, as far as we are concerned, we
should not prefer health to sickness, riches to poverty, honor to dishonor, a long life to a short
life. The same holds for all other things.

Our one desire and choice should be what is more conducive to the end for which we are
created.

-St. Ignatius of Loyola

ANIMAL BLESSING
In honor of St. Francis of Assisi’s Feast Day, Fr. Von will have a Blessing of Animals on
Saturday, October 5 at 1:00pm. You can come with your animals (appropriately leashed,
tethered, or in carriers, as needed) to the parking lot behind the Church.


