
My Dear Brothers and Sisters,
In the Gospel today, Jesus tells us that getting to Heaven is not as easy

as we seem to think it is. It seems that most people (most people who
believe in God, anyway) think that getting to Heaven is very easy and most
people get there, while going to hell is next to impossible, and only those like
Hitler and Stalin end up there. When asked directly, however, Jesus replies
in a way that shows us it is the exact opposite: “Strive to enter through
the narrow door, for many, I tell you, will attempt to enter but will
not be strong enough” (Luke 13:24).

“Many … will not be strong enough.” Harrowing words. It makes me
wonder, am I strong enough? What do I need to do to be saved?

The truth is, of course, that none of us can save ourselves. St. Therese
was once lauded for her great virtue. In a show of impatience, she said (and

I paraphrase), “Oh, it’s not that! Our good works condemn us if we rely on them!” We cannot
earn Heaven. Only Jesus can earn Heaven for us; only the Cross and Resurrection can save
us. No amount of good works or growth in virtue can save our souls. It is only by entering
the narrow gate – Jesus Himself – that we are saved.

Being strong enough, then, means not our own strength, but relying totally and constantly
and explicitly on Jesus’ strength. We must be conformed to Christ in order to enter through
that narrow gate. Our good works have a place, however, as they help us to receive His grace
and be conformed to Him. On our own, this is impossible, but with God, all things are possible.
They’re not necessarily easy, but they are now possible!

I was reflecting on this recently. In my early days of priesthood, I went into the ER to pray
with a family whose young son had a TV fall on his head. As they were stitching him up, he
was streaming bloody-murder! With the screaming, I realized I was having a vagal reaction.
As the nauseous feeling overwhelmed me, sweat poured out of my body, and I felt light-
headed, I was looking for a place to sit or at least lean against – and I found nothing! I started
praying to God, “Keep me vertical!” The last thing the family needed at that point was to deal
with a priest passed out on the floor. I kept thinking, “Jesus, take care of this.” It took a while,
but the reaction finally faded… after the child stopped screaming. I realized that Jesus hadn’t
taken away the cross of the moment, but He had kept me standing – He didn’t suddenly make
it easy, but He made it possible for me to remain standing.

In God’s mercy, getting to Heaven is not easy, but Jesus’s love on the Cross, it is now
possible for us. Why is it not easy? Because we keep desiring to be conformed to the world
and not to Jesus. If we allow ourselves to be swept up with worldly things, with worldly
thinking, with worldly desires, with worldly ways, then we won’t be swept up into Christ. To
enter the narrow gate means that we need to say “No” to ourselves, to our worldly desires.
I’m going to say this straight: The worldly is bring us to Hell! We have to keep our eyes on
Heaven when the desire for pleasure or leisure (or whatever else from the world) puts a wedge
between us and God, we need to say “No,” renouncing it for the sake of the Kingdom. This
may be hard. Okay… this is hard! But it is now possible with the grace of God, and it is
absolutely necessary for us to enter the narrow gate – Jesus Christ. So, let’s ask God to help
us through the narrow gate, to reject all within us that rejects God, and so be saved.


