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Third Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                                            January 21, 2018 

 
CHURCH & PARISH OFFICES 

12 Main St. 
Pelham, NH   03076 

603-635-3525 (office) 
603-635-3919 (fax number) 

Website:  www.stpatricks-pelham.com 
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30-4:00 

 
Pastor 
Rev. Volney J. DeRosia - Ext. 15 
Email:  fathervon@comcast.net  
 
Deacon 
Deacon John Ross 
Email:  ualdrmflt@comcast.net  
 
Faith Life Director  
Adam Castor  603-635-1447 Ext. 14 
Email:  faithlifeformation@comcast.net 
 
Business Manager 
Therese Soucy - Ext. 11 
Email:  therese42852@comcast.net 
 
Secretary 
Kathleen Jean - Ext. 10 
Email:  kathy7421@comcast.net 
 
Music Ministry 
Gary Williams        603-635-7669 
Email: garywendy6@comcast.net  
 
Jeanne Dyjak         978-394-8894            
Email: jeanneld34@gmail.com 
 

FORMED 
To help you grow in your faith go to www.formed.org 
and sign in with the parish registration code nr3434 
(all lowercase). 

 
Help Souls on their way to Heaven 

When Fr. Von gets called to anoint people who are 
dying, he calls on a group of people to pray a Divine 
Mercy Chaplet for them.   
 
If you would like to join this ministry or want more 
information, contact Fr. Von at (603)-635-3525 or 
fathervon@comcast.net. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday   4PM 
Sunday 8AM, 10:30AM, 6PM 

 
WEEKDAYS MASS SCHEDULE 

Monday through Thursday  8am 
Friday     No Mass 
First Friday and First Saturday 8am   

 
HOLY DAY MASS SCHEDULE 

Holy Day   8am, 10am & 7pm 

     
ADORATION 

Wednesday   8:30-9:30am 
    2:00-8:00pm 

 
FIRST FRIDAY ROSARY 

The Knights and the Women’s Guild invite 
everyone to First Friday Rosary at 6pm in the 
chapel.  The Rosary is followed by the Divine 
Mercy Chaplet at 6:45 PM. 

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday   3pm to 3:30pm 
    or by appointment 

 
ANOINTING OF THE SICK & 

COMMUNION TO THE SICK & HOMEBOUND 
Please contact the Parish Office for arrangements 

 
BAPTISM 

Please contact the Parish Office to schedule a 
baptism.  Parents are required to meet with the 
pastor and participate in a baptismal catechetical 
session prior to the celebration of the sacrament. 

 
MARRIAGE 

Arrangements with the parish must be made at 
least nine months prior to the wedding.  
Fulfillment of a Diocesan, pre-marriage program 
is required. 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
Care to join the Knights of Columbus?  Please 
contact Erick Wright at 603-635-8772 or 
eqwright@comcast.net. More information online: 
www.kofcpelhamnh.org  
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Saturday January 20  

4pm Walter Lambert, 11th  
  Anniversary, requested by his 
  wife & children 
  James Miner requested by 
  Jeanne Dyjak  
Sunday January 21 
 8am Alan Larese, 22nd Anniversary, 
  requested by his sister Christine 
     10:30am  John Lawlor, Jr., “Birthday  
  Remembrance” requested by 
  Pat Lawlor 
  Robert Thibault requested by 
  his wife 
 6pm Intentions for all our 
  Parishioners 
 
Monday January 22 
 8am For the Holy Spirit 
Tuesday January 23 
 8am Louise Bousquet, 8th Anniversary, 
  requested by her daughter 
  Patty Kennedy 
Wednesday January 24 
 8am Beatrice Turgeon requested by 
  Mr. & Mrs. Roger Turgeon 
  Amy Bergeron requested by the 
  Lemieux family 
Thursday January 25 
 8am In Honor of the Virgin Mother 
Friday  January 26 
 8am No Mass 
  
Saturday January 27 
 4pm Marietta Genereux, 23rd  
  Anniversary, requested by her 
  Daughters Andrea & Georgette 
Sunday January 28 
 8am Nancy Romano requested by 
  John Romano 
     10:30am  Norman Provencal, 18th  

Anniversary, requested the 
Provencal family 

 6pm Intentions for all our  
  Parishioners 

 
PARISH COLLECTIONS 

 
In order for the parish to meet its regular 
expenses, our offertory and other 
designated parish collections must bring in 
$8,700 per week. 
 
Parish Collections for the following week: 
 Offertory 1/14/18  $7,185 

Utility    $1,909 
  
Total funds collected for this week for 
parish expenses   $9,094 

 
Thank you for your  

faithful & generous support 
~Fr. Von~ 

 

 
SECOND ENVELOPES 

FOR THE FOLLOWING WEEKS 
 
Jan. 21 Diocesan Seminarian Fund 
This collection funds the education and formation 
of men discerning the priesthood for the Diocese 
of Manchester.  Your contribution helps promote 
vocations to the priesthood. 
 
January 28 Faith Life Formation 
This collection helps with expenses for Faith Life. 
 
February 4 Catholic School Week 
This collection is taken to assist the parish in 
funding its financial support for Catholic 
elementary and junior high schools.  
 
Your contributions toward the support of the 
parish and its ministries are greatly appreciated. 

 

 
This week the Altar Flowers are in memory of 
Walter Lambert, 11th Anniversary, by his wife & 
family 
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Sunday, January 21 
Coffee & Donuts, 11:30 AM, in the K of C Hall 
Children of Mary, 11:45 AM, in the meeting room 
Monday, January 22 
Choir Practice, 6:30 PM, in the church 
The Mass Teaching, 7:00 PM, in the youth room 
at the school 
Tuesday, January 23 
Food Pantry, 6:30-7:30 PM 
Pastoral Council Meeting, 7:00 PM, in the 
meeting room 
Wednesday, January 24 
Men’s Morning Group, 6:00-7:00 AM, in the 
chapel 
Adoration, 8:30-9:30 AM and 2:00-8:00 PM 
Bible Sharing, 9:00 AM, in the school classroom 
Food Pantry, 1:00-3:00 PM 
Thursday, January 25 
AA, 7:00 PM, in the K of C Hall 
Praise Band, 7:30 PM, in the church 
Saturday, January 27 
First Reconciliation, 10:00 AM, in the church 
 

Acts of Mercy 
 

How many Spiritual 
   Instruct the uninformed 
   Counsel the doubtful 
   Admonish sinners 
   Comfort the sorrowful 
   Bear wrongs patiently 
   Forgive offenses 
   Pray for the living and the dead 
 
How many Corporal 
   Feed the hungry 
   Clothe the naked 
   Give drink to the thirsty 
   Shelter the homeless 
   Comfort the imprisoned 
___ Visit the sick 
___ Bury the Dead 
 

 

 
Last year, over 140 children, teens and adult 
volunteers from all over the diocese attended our 
summer camp fondly called VBS.  If your child 
hasn’t yet experienced this themed week of 
games, music, skits, crafts and food – then what 
are you waiting for?!  Early registration is now 
open and forms are at the back of the church.  
Volunteer opportunities are also available for 20 
teen service hours and they fill up fast!  If 
interested or for more information, please contact 
Christine Lemieux at christine@lemieux-
design.net  
 

CULTURE OF LIFE 
On January 22, 1973, in a court case as Roe v. 
Wade, our Supreme Court handed down the 
decision that made abortion legal in the United 
States.  Founded on a fictitious “right to privacy” 
in the 14th amendment to the Constitution, the 
court also said that unborn children were no 
longer considered persons worthy of protection.  
Our bishops (USCCB) have said that abortion is 
the #1 social justice issue of our times.  Since 
1973, there have been over 60,000,000 surgical 
abortions in our country…at least 3000 a day.  
Pray to end abortion. 
 

STEUBENVILLE EAST  
REGISTRATION IS COMING! 

All teens currently in 8th through 12th grade are 
encouraged to attend this life-changing weekend.  
Steubenville East takes place on UMASS Lowell 
Campus and the dates this year are July 13-15.  To 
learn more about what happens at a Steubenville 
East Conference you can visit this site: 
https://lifeteen.com/events/steubenville-eat/  
If you are interested, please contact Director of 
Faith Life, Adam Castor via email at 
faithlifeformation@comcast.net   Don’t delay!  
Registration opens on January 16th. 
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My Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

This past week, I attended the March for Life in Washington, DC.  Or at least, I assume I did… you see, I 

have to write this article for the bulletin before the March actually happens!  In any case, I have attended the 

March every year of my priesthood.  Some years I really look forward to it; others I look ahead with unease… 

thinking about the long bus ride, the long waiting times, the unknown weather.  I have been through rain, sleet 

and snow, through single digit temperatures and temps in the 50s.  You always have to be prepared.  It has been 

said that Satan really knew what he was doing when Roe v. Wade was decided… it is the worst time of year for 

a protest March! 

And yet, it is the best time of year. 

You see, I don’t go down with any unrealistic expectations that we will make a political impact.  Despite the 

fact that the March has happened every year since Roe v. Wade (January 22, 1973), and over the years has become 

an increasingly younger March (now, the prevalent groups of people are young adults and teens, not the “older” 

crowd… like me), despite the fact that every year, no matter what the weather, literally hundreds of thousands of 

people go to Washington to March against the incredible injustice of the massacre of pre-born humans… until 

last year, it never was more than a blip on the national news radar!  (Last year was different, since the newly 

inaugurated Vice-President attended the March … that made news.) 

I feel like I have been side-tracked… what was I saying?  Oh yeah, I don’t go expecting the media to take 

notice of us, I don’t expect the politicians to take notice of us.  None of that will happen, since what we are 

fighting is a spiritual battle.  And it is because of the spiritual battle that I see this as the “best time of year.”  

This is the time of year where the uncertainty of weather can change a 9 hour trip into a 13 hour trip.  This is the 

time of year when we can experience the freezing cold air temperatures, or worse, the chill to the bones of freezing 

rain.  A few years ago, many Marchers got stuck in a blizzard on the Pennsylvania Turnpike on the way home… 

and made news because of their outdoor Mass on a “snow-altar”!  There are so many opportunities to offer up 

sacrifices to Almighty God!  And in this spiritual battle, it is our sacrifices and prayers that touch God’s Heart.  

Prayer is powerful, but prayer and sacrifice suspends the laws of nature and changes hearts, as it becomes a 

magnifying glass of Grace! 

Why do we go?  For the babies, pure and simple.  God calls us to stand up for the weakest and the marginalized, 

to be a voice for the voiceless.  We become that voice.  We become that voice because Christ is in that silent one.  

We become that voice because the innocent must be spared.  We become that voice because we have been called 

to go beyond ourselves.  Our sacrifice and prayer is lifted to the ears of Almighty God, and it is only He who can 

break through the darkness and bleakness of our world. 

I just mentioned that the innocent must be spared.  This is the message of the Old Testament.  The beauty of 

our God is that in the New Testament He calls us to recognize that the guilty must be spared, too (read John 8:1-

11 of the woman caught in adultery).  This is the beauty of the Ocean of Mercy, which is our God – that even 

when we have sinned, no matter how bad the sin is, no matter how troubling it is, God will forgive if we turn to 

Him and ask for mercy.  If you have had an abortion, if you have encouraged or pressured someone to have an 

abortion, if you have participated in the abortion industry – God still loves you!  God hates the act of abortion, 

but He still loves you!  He has more mercy than we know and is so willing to heal us, to make us new.  No one 

reading (or writing, for that matter) this article is without sin.  No one is free from the guilt of offending God.  

Yet God’s mercy is endless! Infinite!  Believe that.  Do not allow self-recrimination, shame or self-hatred to keep 

you from receiving God’s boundless mercy.  Receive that mercy.  Let God steep you in His mercy!  He has a 

great plan for changing pain into grace, sin into love, death into life! 

I pray that each of us may truly know His mercy and love.  I pray that we will stop the senseless killing of the 

innocent, of the pre-born humans.  I pray that hearts will be changed, converted and healed.  I pray that we may 

know and embrace God’s will with all our hearts and live.  As the saying goes, “You will not silence our message. 

You will not mock our God. You will stop killing our generation!” 
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BOY SCOUT SUNDAY 
St. Patrick Church will celebrate Scout Sunday on 
February 4th.  All cub Scout, Boy Scout, Venture 
and Girl Scout families (of any unit) are invited to 
join together at the 10:30 Mass to show their 
commitment to a Scout’s “duty to God” and to 
honor the founding of the Boy Scouts of America 
on February 8, 1910.  Scouts are requested to 
assemble in front of the church in full Class A 
uniforms no later than 10:15 AM for assembly and 
procession into church.  Pack and Troop families 
are encouraged to attend Scout Sunday to show 
our commitment to honoring our youth and 
Leaders to Scouting.  The Scout Law says that a 
“Scout is Reverent” and the Scouts of all ages 
promise to do their “Duty to God”.  These values 
strengthen youth character in their family, 
community and faith. 
 

 
FIRST RECONCILIATION REMINDER 

First Reconciliation will take place on 
Saturday, January 27th, at 10:00 AM in the 
church for all students who have been 
preparing to receive this Sacrament.  We 
look forward to seeing you all there. 
 

 
THE MASS:  

THE JEWISH ROOTS OF THE EUCHARIST 
Join Father Von on Monday evenings at 7:00 
PM this winter as he explores the Mass and 
the Jewish roots of the Eucharist. Included 
are a video presentations by Dr. Brant Pitre, 
professor of Sacred Scripture at Notre Dame 
Seminary, in New Orleans.  Find out more 
about ancient Jewish beliefs about the 
Passover of the Messiah, the miraculous 
Manna from heaven, and the mysterious 
Bread of the Presence.   
Dates:  January 22 & 29 and February 5 & 
19, 2018.  Location: Youth Room at St. 
Patrick School. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------- 

 
FOOD PANTRY 

The Pelham Food Pantry is in need of Crackers 
and Ramen Noodles. 

 

 

 
This year for Lent 

Do something that will 
Change Your Life 

Join our Retreat 
 March 2-5, 2018 

held at St. Patrick School 
Sign up by contacting 

Fr. Von at 603-635-3525 or 
 fathervon@comcast.net 

The retreat is free,  
and you sleep at home  

Please indicate dietary restrictions. 
 

 

 
 
To kick off National Catholic Schools Week, Saint 
Michael School, Lowell, MA will be having an 
open house on Sunday, January 28th, from 12:30-
2:30 PM.  Prospective students and their parents 
will be able to tour the school, visit classrooms, 
speak with teachers, staff and current students.  
Additional open houses are also scheduled 
January 29th thru February 2nd from 9:00 AM – 
1:00 PM.  Registration is not required.  If you have 
questions or would like additional information, 
please contact the school at 978-453-9511 or 
check out our website at school.saint-
michael.com  

 
Join us at one of the Academy of Notre Dame 
Lower School Open House Tours & S’mores.  The 
dates are Saturday, January 27th, from 11:00 AM 
to 1:00 PM and Tuesday, February 13th, from 
5:30-7:30 PM.  The Academy is located at 180 
Middlesex Rd, Tyngsboro, MA.  To register, visit 
www.ndatyngsboro.org/openhouse  
For more information, call 978-649-7611, ext. 
337 or admissions@ndatyngsboro.org  


